
AssemblyLine  
August 8, 2021 
Volume XL, Number 32 
 

Welcome to Assembly Mennonite Church 
727 New York St, Goshen, Indiana 46526 
574-534-4190 / office@assemblymennonite.org 
Join us for Worship Sundays at 9:30 AM (in person or online via Zoom*) 
 

W O R S H I P 
 

Aug 8 

Worship Leader: Anna Yoder Schlabach 
 

Blessing & Dedicating 
 

Scripture: Zechariah 10:6-12 
 

 

Aug 15 

Worship Leader: Becky Snider 
 

Homily: Scott Coulter 
 

Scripture: Luke 4:14-30 
 

     

 C A L E N D A R  
Click here to subscribe to Assembly’s Calendar of Events on Google Calendar, or visit 
https://assemblymennonite.org/about/calendar/. Click here to subscribe to the space reservation calendar to see 
availability.  

Sun Aug 8 9:30 am Worship in the North Parking Lot 

Wed Aug 11 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer on Zoom 

Tues Aug 17 6:30pm Labyrinth Walk 

Tues Aug 23 6-8pm Interplay/Dance Group 

Tues Aug 24 6:30pm Leadership Group 

Wed Sept 1 1:00pm Lunch Bunch on Zoom 

Fri-Sat Oct 8-10 Assembly Church Retreat at Camp Friedenswald 
*You can also join our Zoom meetings by phone. Dial (312) 626-6799, and enter the Meeting ID 999-527-5153, and then press #. Press # again when prompted, to join the 

meeting. You will be able to hear and talk, but you won’t see any of the video.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
 

assembly life and people  

 

Cora Shreiner Landes (6th GIS) turns 11 on August 11! 

Cora loves animals and is eager to celebrate her birthday at 

the zoo! Cora has begun swimming with GSI this year and 

really enjoys it. She also learned to kneeboard and water 

ski this summer. She is eager to play the clarinet this fall. 

Cora loves reading and spending time with friends. She 

really enjoys going on vacation with her family! A photo of 

Cora is here. 
 

We celebrate the new birth of Mateo Ivan Gomez 

Wengerd! He was born Tues Aug 3 at 1:56 a.m. He 

was 7.25 lbs and 20 inches. Congratulations to Marlette, 

Ryan, Cecylia and Eliana! Sign up to bring a meal for them 

here: https://mealtrain.com/g2rr43.  
 

Congratulations to Becca and Simon Smucker on the 

birth of Ruby Adina Smucker on July 30! Sign up to 

bring a meal for them 

here: www.TakeThemAMeal.com/KOEU5237. One slot is 

still available: Monday, Aug 23. 
 

Join us this Sunday Aug 8 for outdoor worship, starting 

in the north parking lot at 9:30am! We will be 

dedicating the Memorial Garden. School-age children 

are also invited to bring their backpacks for a blessing. 

There is no Sunday school this week; outdoor Sunday 

school resumes Aug 15. Sadly, although we had been 

hoping to meet indoors this week, the number of new 

COVID-19 cases in Elkhart County have already exceeded 

the threshold set by Leadership Group. Bring your own 

chair, water bottle, sunscreen, hat & umbrella. We are 

asking everyone who is not vaccinated to mask outdoors 

unless you are sitting down with your family. The CDC is 

recommending that everyone (including vaccinated people) 

mask indoors in public spaces because of substantial 

community spread in the county. We will be streaming the 

service via  Zoom (hopefully, including the memorial 

garden dedication) for anyone who chooses to stay home.  
 

Seeking Justice Together is the theme of our new worship 

series beginning August 8. God’s justice is not only our 

work in the world, but God’s work in us. As we are 

transformed and become aligned with the heart of God in 

Christ, we are better able to reflect God’s justice and peace 

through our lives to the world. We will try to keep services 

to an hour and dismiss children to outdoor Sunday school 

half way through. Read the full introduction for the 

upcoming series here. 
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Please email announcements to assemblyline@assemblymennonite.org by 11 PM local time Thursday for inclusion in the following 
Sunday’s AssemblyLine. To receive the AssemblyLine via email visit http://eepurl.com/bsXsDr. 

Assembly Mennonite Church  
Pastoral Team  
Lora Nafziger loracn@assemblymennonite.org 574-312-0732  
Karl Shelly karlss@assemblymennonite.org 574-621-1037  
Anna Yoder Schlabach annays@assemblymennonite.org 574-312-5319 
Scott Coulter scottc@assemblymennonite.org 419-535-2918 
 
Pastor Emeritae: Lois Johns Kaufmann, Mary Lehman Yoder 

Elders: Randy Roth (chair), Anne Horst Hanby, 
Jamie Lake, Sandy Fribley, Eric Yordy, Leon 
Bauman, Elena Fischer 
Youth Coordinators: Sara Morris, Erich Miller, 
Ashley Fehlberg, Darin Bontrager, Amy Marshall 

Administrator: In transition. Contact the church office at office@assemblymennonite.org 574-534-4190 

Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to be a dynamic Christian community by together meeting God who draws us beyond 
ourselves into nurturing, sharing, and living the good news of God’s love as known in Jesus Christ. ~ Mission Statement, adopted 
June 1997 
 

As a reconciling faith community, Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to follow Jesus’ example by welcoming all who come our way, 
regardless of age, economic or social circumstances, ethnic background, gender, marital status, physical ability, race, or sexual 
orientation. ~ Welcome statement, adopted Dec. 1999 

 

Worship Plans for Aug-Sept. As long as the number of 

daily new cases or positivity rate stays above 10.0(%), we 

will continue to worship outdoors, or if heat or rain 

prevents that, we will livestream the worship service on 

Zoom with only worship leaders physically present in the 

worship space. Look for an email by 5 p.m. each Saturday 

with updated information. Please read this one-page 

document for complete details on the recent Leadership 

Group decision. Contact a pastor or elder with any 

questions. 
 

Guided Labyrinth Walk. Are you wondering about the 

newly created labyrinth on the south side of the 

meetinghouse in the Memorial Garden? Maybe you’re 

wondering how this beautiful tool can be used for 

meditation? Perhaps you’d like to share the walking 

meditation energy with others? Explore a labyrinth walk 

Tues Aug 17 at 6:30pm, led by Meribeth Shank, certified 

labyrinth facilitator. We’ll begin with a brief introduction 

to labyrinths and their use as a meditation tool and spend 

the bulk of our time walking the labyrinth, concluding with 

an opportunity for reflecting together after the walk. 

Contact Meribeth Shank (786 229 5065) with any 

questions.  
 

Merv, Rose, and Elena Stutzman have moved. Their 

new address is 707 Fair Oaks Drive, Goshen 46526. Rose’s 

phone: 574-304-5028; Merv’s phone: 574-606-6025 
 

Scheduling September already? Assembly's days for 

serving Goshen Interfaith Hospitality Network (GIHN), 

Goshen's women's shelter, are September 13, 14 and 16. 

Please note when you'd like to take a 9x13 for breakfast, 

lunch or supper on the website, where you will find 

additional information. 

https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=ZLDH6898&sho

w_previous=1 Contact Susan Mark Landis with questions. 
 

(repeat) Readers Theatre – Worship Committee is looking 

forward to including readers’ theatre during worship in 

August & September. Want to participate one or more 

Sundays? We are eager to hear your interest! All ages 

welcomed. Please email Jon Zirkle (jon.zirkle@gmail.com) 

to express interest. Details forthcoming about specific 

Sundays in August and September. 

(repeat) You are invited to participate in the Mennonite 

Church USA (MC USA) churchwide Journey Forward 

study through Springtide Research Institute. The survey 

results will be used to help inform the direction of MC 

USA, as we Journey Forward together. It is important that 

the denomination hears from a variety of voices, so please 

take part in the survey today: www.mennoniteusa.org/MC-

USA-Member-Survey 
 

(repeat) Camp Friedenswald needs your help: Camp is in 

need of volunteer support in the kitchen the week of 

August 16. There are a variety of time slots and shifts 

available. Tasks may include preparing food, replenishing 

food items on the serving line as needed, washing dishes, 

general cleanup, and other miscellaneous tasks as deemed 

necessary by the Food Service Director, Eric. If interested, 

please email Jane@friedenswald.org. Thanks! 
 

(repeat) Celebrate the Interfaith Hospitality Network’s 

25 years of service with a drive-through spaghetti dinner, 

Thurs Aug 12, 5-7pm, at St Mark’s United Methodist 502 

N Main St. Donations accepted but not required. 

(Questions about Interfaith Hospitality Network? Contact 

Susan Mark Landis). 
. 

(repeat) School Kits! - Its July and it’s time to think about 

school kits. I have decided to do the shopping again. 

Because of the pandemic, not nearly as many kits have 

been coming in. There is still a great need. So, if you want 

to help children to go to school, write a check to Assembly 

and put in the memo line “School Kits”.  Each one will 

approximately be $4.00. Any amount will be appreciated. 

When I’m there, you can also give cash to me or put it in 

the offering with a note attached. Thank you for your 

generosity. – Johanna Sutter 
 

(repeat) The Church Retreat at Camp Friedenswald is 

being planned for Oct 8-10, 2021! Save the date on your 

calendar. More details will be forthcoming as the retreat 

committee continues its work. 
 

Opening for Part-Time Church Administrator. We are 

now accepting resumes and a letter of interest for this 25-

30 hours/week position. Please express your interest to 

Scott Coulter in person or at 

mailto:assemblyline@assemblymennonite.org
http://eepurl.com/bsXsDr
mailto:office@assemblymennonite.org
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://zoom.us/j/9995275153
https://assemblymennonite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/AMC-Indoor-Worship-Plans-Aug-2021.pdf
https://assemblymennonite.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/AMC-Indoor-Worship-Plans-Aug-2021.pdf
https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=ZLDH6898&show_previous=1
https://takethemameal.com/meals.php?t=ZLDH6898&show_previous=1
mailto:jon.zirkle@gmail.com
http://www.mennoniteusa.org/MC-USA-Member-Survey
http://www.mennoniteusa.org/MC-USA-Member-Survey
mailto:Jane@friedenswald.org


 

 

Please email announcements to assemblyline@assemblymennonite.org by 11 PM local time Thursday for inclusion in the following 
Sunday’s AssemblyLine. To receive the AssemblyLine via email visit http://eepurl.com/bsXsDr. 

Assembly Mennonite Church  
Pastoral Team  
Lora Nafziger loracn@assemblymennonite.org 574-312-0732  
Karl Shelly karlss@assemblymennonite.org 574-621-1037  
Anna Yoder Schlabach annays@assemblymennonite.org 574-312-5319 
Scott Coulter scottc@assemblymennonite.org 419-535-2918 
 
Pastor Emeritae: Lois Johns Kaufmann, Mary Lehman Yoder 

Elders: Randy Roth (chair), Anne Horst Hanby, 
Jamie Lake, Sandy Fribley, Eric Yordy, Leon 
Bauman, Elena Fischer 
Youth Coordinators: Sara Morris, Erich Miller, 
Ashley Fehlberg, Darin Bontrager, Amy Marshall 

Administrator: In transition. Contact the church office at office@assemblymennonite.org 574-534-4190 

Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to be a dynamic Christian community by together meeting God who draws us beyond 
ourselves into nurturing, sharing, and living the good news of God’s love as known in Jesus Christ. ~ Mission Statement, adopted 
June 1997 
 

As a reconciling faith community, Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to follow Jesus’ example by welcoming all who come our way, 
regardless of age, economic or social circumstances, ethnic background, gender, marital status, physical ability, race, or sexual 
orientation. ~ Welcome statement, adopted Dec. 1999 

 

scottc@assemblymennonite.org. A complete job 

description can be found on the Assembly website here.  
 

Share Prayer Requests by filling out the online form at 

this link. You may continue to do this throughout each 

week. Prayer requests are sent out to the congregation via 

the Assembly listserv on Wednesdays.  

 

Happy Birthday last week (8/1-8/7) to: Alan Greaser, 

Sara Klassen, Teo Sawatsky-Kingsley, Aaron Yost, Mary 

Lehman Yoder. May God bless you. We are glad you are 

part of Assembly! 
 

Happy Birthday this week (8/8-8/14) to: Patrick Coonan, 

Yabi Kurtz, Mary Roth, Jared Beasley, and Aaron 

Kafumann. May God bless you. We are glad you are part 

of Assembly! 
 

community connections 
 

Attention Teens! Are you 15-18 years old and interested 

in a paid internship where you learn about gardening and 

help your community? Church Community Services is 

currently seeking applicants for their fall session that 

begins August 28. To learn more and apply go 

to: http://bit.ly/teengrowers 
 

Ten Thousand Villages Goshen invites you to check out 

their Vintage Villages Auction, which will feature a special 

showcase item created by Assembly’s own Justin 

Rothshank! Join us this year in celebrating 75 years of fair 

trade and sign up as a bidder for this years Vintage Villages 

auction at: https://charityauction.bid/ttv-vintage-villages21. 

10% of funds raised will be donated to the Michiana 

Mennonite Relief Sale coming up in September.  
 

Justice Fund grants. A new video from Mennonite 

Church USA shows how the Justice Fund is supporting 

peace and justice work across the denomination through 

mutual aid. See how Justice Fund grants are 

helping  congregations dismantle racism, uplift the 

oppressed and promote 

peace: https://www.mennoniteusa.org/justice-fund-video. 
 

(repeat) Virtual MC USA Convention. It’s not too late to 

purchase your virtual content pass for MennoCon21! The 

cost of the pass has been reduced to $25. Access to the 

MennoCon21 virtual convention will continue to be 

available through August 10. Sign up 

here: https://www.mennoniteusa.org/mennocon21_virtual_

access. 
 

(repeat) MC USA held its first online Delegates 

Assembly on July 10. During the assembly, delegates 

voted on changes to the MC USA bylaws, confirmed 

nominees for churchwide boards and heard reports from the 

Resolutions Committee and racial ethnic and constituency 

groups. Read more 

here: https://www.mennoniteusa.org/news/virtual-delegate-

assembly. 
 

(repeat) The Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale needs 

volunteers for the Kids Carnival on Sept 24-25. Read more 

information here. Contact Sonya Overman 

(presschoolsonya@gmail.com) to sign up. 
 

(repeat) Mennonite Mission Network requests prayer 

for the Service Adventure unit leaders, who completed 

their orientation last Friday, in Hutchinson, Kansas. Pray 

for them as they prepare to welcome participants in three 

locations, starting this month through October, in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico; Anchorage, Alaska; and 

Jackson, Mississippi. For other prayer requests from the 

Mission Network click here. 
 

(repeat) Mennonite Mission Network exists to participate 

in holistic witness to Jesus Christ, to equip and empower 

the church to share God’s love, through the gospel of 

reconciliation and building community. Learn about how 

Mennonite Mission Network has been active and 

innovative in the last 12 months by clicking here. 
 

(repeat) Remember Mennonite schools in your prayers 

by using this August 2021 prayer calendar from Mennonite 

Education Agency. 
 

(repeat) “Ritualizing” - Listen to this recent podcast from 

MennoMedia featuring Casper ter Kuile, author of The 

Power of Ritual, co-founder of Sacred Design Lab and 

the co-creator of the award-winning podcasts Harry Potter 

and the Sacred Text and The Real Question. This 

conversation explores themes from Casper's new book, as 

well as wisdom he's learned through adding intentional 

rituals to his own daily experiences. Click here to listen. 
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job opportunities 
 

Maple City Health Care Center wants to hire a bilingual 

nurse, a dentist, and a dental hygienist. If you or someone 

you know might be interested, please 

email employment@mchcc.org. 

Visit https://mchcc.org/careers for more information. 
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