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Welcome to Assembly Mennonite Church 
727 New York St, Goshen, Indiana 46526 
574-534-4190 / office@assemblymennonite.org 
Join us for Online Worship Sundays at 10 AM 
 

W O R S H I P 
 

May 2 
 

Worship Leader: Anna Yoder Schlabach  
 

Preacher: Keith Graber Miller 
 

Scripture: Galatians 3:28, Psalm 139:13-16 
 

 

May 9 
 

Worship Leader: Deanna Risser 
 

Preacher: Erich Miller 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 53:1-5 

          

  C A L E N D A R  
Click here to subscribe to Assembly’s Calendar of Events on Google Calendar, or visit 
https://assemblymennonite.org/about/calendar/.  

Sat  May 1 10:00 am Old and New Hymn Recording in Worship Space 

Sun  May 2  10:00 am Worship on Zoom, followed by Second Hour 

   6:30-8:00 pm MYF Drop-in at GC Track 

   8:30-9:30 pm Anti-racism Support Group on Zoom 

Mon May 3  12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer on Zoom 

Tues May 4 7:00 pm Leadership Group 

Wed May 5 1-2:30 pm Women’s Lunch Bunch @ Lois Kaufmann’s 

   12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer on Zoom 

Fri May 7 9:30-10:30 am Greencroft Meetup on Zoom 

   12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer on Zoom 

Sun May 9 7:00 pm Congregational Meeting on Zoom 

Mon May 10 6-8 pm Interplay Dance Group on Zoom 

Sun  May 16 10:00 am Parking Lot Worship Service at AMC 

Sun May 22 10:00 am Pentecost Worship in AMC Parking Lot 
 Note: We are no longer requiring a password for public Zoom meetings (including Sunday morning worship). When you join the Zoom meeting, you will be placed in a 

“waiting room” until the tech host lets you in. You can also join our Zoom meetings by phone. Dial (312) 626-6799, and enter the Meeting ID 999-527-5153, and then press 

#. Press # again when prompted, to join the meeting. You will be able to hear and talk, but you won’t see any of the video.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
 

assembly life and people  

 

Leo Baldanzi Schlabach (3nd Redhawk Online) turns 9 on 

May 3rd! Leo enjoys reading (mostly graphic novels), 

listening to podcasts and telling stories. He does NOT like 

writing. He enjoys playing video games and exploring 

along the creek with his brother and watching movies and 

playing board games with his whole family. A picture of 

Leo is here.  
 

Eva Lake Rittenhouse (6th, GMS) turns 12 on May 5th! 

Eva continues to improve her archery and ninja skills.  She 

is really enjoying theatre at school and is a much faster 

reader than her mom. Evan enjoys reading fantasy and will 

put up with science fiction! She has been doing a lot of 

biking, enjoys her puppy and likes to jump on the 

trampoline with her dad! A picture of Eva is here.  

 

Tilly Schramm (6th GMS) turns 12 on May 5th! Tilly 

enjoys soccer, singing, acting, and hanging out with her 

friends. She also loves to read and write stories. Her 

favorite animal is a horse and she's bummed her parents 

won't give her one. However, she and her brother did get a 

puppy for Christmas so she is enjoying him (Gimli) very 

much. A picture of Tilly is here.  
 

Join us for live worship on Zoom this Sunday as we 

continue to celebrate Eastertide: the liturgical season 

from Easter to Pentecost, with the theme “At Home in Our 

Bodies”. Living during a pandemic has given us a unique 

perspective as our bodies and our breath have become a 

danger to each other. So after a full year of worshiping at 

home and gathering as “disembodied” faces on screens, the 

worship committee decided it was time to talk about how 
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we experience life and faith through our visceral selves. 

Read the full series intro here.  
 

Following worship, join us for one of these electives for 

Second Hour discussion on Zoom: 

--Body Talk offers space for sharing personal stories and 

other responses to the morning’s theme, this week: 

“Gender Identities.” This week, Steve Shantz will begin 

with storytelling, then other participants will be invited to 

share. 

--After the Storm: CoVid Wisdom is an intergenerational 

elective, led by Rose Stutzman, with a focus on viewing 

and creating art in response to the pandemic. This week: 

join in to explore poetry with Sophia Yordy. (Click to join 

via Zoom) 

--Some Assembly Required is for anyone curious about how 

Assembly works, especially newish attendees. This week: 

“What is this place?” - Anna Yoder Schlabach will talk 

about worship at Assembly  (Click to join via Zoom) 

(Zoom links for each elective will be found in the Order of 

Worship and shared in the chat at the end of the first hour 

of worship.) 
 

The MYF will have a drop-in on Sunday, May 2nd, 

from 6:30-8pm. Join us for a frisbee/football game at the 

Goshen College track. Please bring a snack to share, and 

your own water. Make sure to wear comfortable clothing 

for an active night of outdoor games. Please contact Sara 

M. or Hannah if you have any questions, as Sarah and 

Aaron will be out of town. Hope to see you there!! 
 

Women’s Lunch Bunch: Lunch Bunch will be a tea at the 

lawn and garden of Lois Kaufmann on Wednesday May 5 

at 1pm. Car pools will leave the church promptly at 12:45. 

Please RSVP for the tea and the carpool to Amy Kauffman: 

zbamygk@gmail.com or 419-704-1269. 
 

Congregational Meeting next Sunday: Plan to join us 

for a Congregational Meeting on May 9 at 7pm via 

Zoom. This meeting will be dedicated to a single, 

important topic for discussion: we’ll talk about how we 

might engage in the work of racial reparations as a 

congregation. Watch for more details in an email this week. 
 

Parking Lot Worship Service Sun May 16: We plan to 

gather for outdoor worship in the parking lot for the final 

Sunday in our series on At Home In Our Bodies. We will 

recognize heavy burdens we carry--grief, addiction, shame, 

etc--and consider ways that we can release our burdens 

with help from God, from each other, and from support 

services. Extra care will be offered that Sunday during and 

after worship. Please contact Jon Zirkle by Sun May 9 if 

you are interested in participating in one of the rituals 

during worship (jon.zirkle@gmail.com or 574-612-5063). 
 

Hymn Recording: Join others in singing “Familiar and 

Unfamiliar” hymns for worship Saturday mornings at 

10am. Sign up to join here. As always, we’ll be distanced 

and masked, and singing out of the new Voices Together 

hymnals. 
 

Small group reps met on April 27 to discern Assembly 

elders for the next term.  Out of a list of many gifted 

people they choose Randy Roth for the elder-chair position 

and Leon Bauman for the elder position. If affirmed at an 

upcoming congregational meeting, they will join Anne 

Horst Hanby, Jamie Lake, Sandy Fribley, and Eric Yordy 

as elders beginning in Setp 2021.  
 

2020 Reports for 2% Spending and the Public School 

Fund are now available on the website. 
 

Spring Work Days 2021: Spring Work Days are coming 

up soon.  Details are forthcoming but we hope to complete 

the work sometime around the end of May or first week of 

June.  Small group assignments will be made in the next 

couple of weeks. 
 

Volunteers Needed for Retention Pond:  The retention 

pond needs your help. The native plants are being 

outcompeted by nitrogen fixing clover.  We are in need of 

volunteers to help us keep the clover in check long enough 

for the native plants to get deep roots established. We’re 

hoping to accomplish this through a mechanical control 

method, i.e., high mowing.  Please let Jane know if you 

would be willing to: 1) loan a riding lawn mower with a 

deck that could be raised to 6 inches, 2) help with weed 

whacking with a team of other folks.  Final needs will 
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emerge as the growing season progresses but it will likely 

need to be cut every few weeks. 
 

Volunteers Needed for Building Storage Shed: The 

Building Committee needs volunteers to help build a 

storage shed in the parking lot. If you have availability on 1 

or 2 Saturdays in May to help with this, please contact 

Dana Miller, or Jane in the church office. 
 

At the Congregational Meeting on Apr 25, we discussed 

questions about the changing realities of the COVID-19 

pandemic and what that means for how and when we might 

gather as a worshiping community. Click here to watch the 

meeting recording on YouTube. 
 

Clergy Renewal Grant application- Lora will go on 

sabbatical in 2022. On behalf of the congregation and in 

collaboration with Bethany Swope, Regina Shands 

Stoltzfus, and Jodi Beyeler, she applied for a grant from the 

Lilly Endowment to fund renewal activities during that 

sabbatical. For more information read this document. If you 

have questions or want to see the full application just ask 

Lora. 
 

Share Prayer Requests by filling out the online form at 

this link. You may continue to do this throughout each 

week. Prayer requests are sent out to the congregation via 

the Assembly listserv on Wednesdays.  

 

Happy Birthday last week (4/25-5/1) to: Daniel Mast and 

Theo Siemens-Rhodes. May God bless you. We are glad 

you are part of Assembly! 
 

Happy Birthday this week (5/2-5/8) to: Nathan Kingsley, 

Angie Gingerich South, Keith Graber Miller, Steve 

Schrock, and Ashley Fehlberg. May God bless you. We are 

glad you are part of Assembly! 
 

(repeat) Greetings from the Michiana Mennonite Relief 

Sale Quilt Committee.  We are so glad to announce that 

the relief sale will be a live event held at the Elkhart 

County Fairgrounds, Friday and Saturday, September 24 

and 25, 2021. We look forward to seeing you there. For 

more information on submitting quilt donations, click here. 

-Helen Glick 
 

 

community connections 

 

Bethany Bright Time Summer Camp registration is 

now OPEN! We're excited to offer an assortment of 

Covid-19-safe camp tracks the week of June 7-11, and 

want to see your children learning and exploring on our 

campus again. CLICK HERE to learn more and to 

register... but don't wait too long! Camps are filling up fast 

and registration closes May 24. We can't wait to spend 

Bright Time week with your kids! 
 

Registration is now open for MennoCon21! Learn more 

about online and in-person registration options for the first-

ever hybrid convention here: 

https://www.mennoniteusa.org/in-person-mennocon21 
 

Part-time Summer Job Opportunity: Weeding the 

landscape around the Mennonite offices (3145 Benham 

Ave, Elkhart) during the 2021 growing season, beginning 

immediately and ending by the end of 

September/beginning of October. The job would pay 

$12/hour and offers great flexibility since the job is 

performed on an “as-needed” basis - typically 2-5 hours per 

week depending on the amount of rain. Applicants must be 

self-starters, taking care to keep the landscape weed-free. If 

you are interested in applying for the job, please contact 

Lisa Heinz at LisaH@MennoniteEducation.org. 
 

“Prayers for Mennonite Education” is here.  
 

Mennonite Men’s “Engage” Newsletter is here.  
 

Mennonite World Conference’s “Courier” Newsletter is 

here.  
 

Church Community Services Newsletter is here.  
 

(repeat) Enjoy the Ten Thousand Villages, Goshen 

Artisan Mother’s Day Auction this week and support 

women around the world who’ve had a tough time during 

Covid. We’ve carefully paired store items for an 

unforgettable gift for all the caregivers you celebrate. We’ll 

even gift wrap and deliver locally! We created gifts worth 

cherishing for the plant lover, refined woman, grand 

hostess, grandmas, wise one, woman of letters, lovers of 

tea, coffee or chocolate, women who survived Covid . . .oh, 

my! With 34 items to choose from, you’ll find it difficult to 
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make a decision. Auction is open now http://bit.ly/ttv-sp21 

for previews, and items are on display at the store, 11:00 

am - 5:00 pm, Tuesday–Saturday. Bidding runs 8:00 am, 

Monday, April 26 — 10:00 pm, Sunday, May 2. Of course 

you can buy your gifts from the floor with the help of a 

trained volunteer or purchase a gift card so she can choose 

her gift. Spread your support worldwide for the amazing 

folks who have nurtured you, ‘cause Mom taught you to 

care. Questions? 574-533-8491; 

goshen@tenthousandvillages.com  Many thanks for your 

support for 20,000 at-risk artisans in over 30 countries that 

Ten Thousand Villages has the privilege of serving. 

 

(repeat) Exploring Goshen's Indigenous history by bike: 

On Saturday morning, May 8 (or May 15: rain date) the 

Faith Mennonite Church men's group is planning a 3-4 

hour biking experience focused on Goshen's indigenous 

history. The event is open to everyone at Faith and beyond. 

We'll start at the meetinghouse parking lot (west side) at 8 

am, then bike to several sites in the Goshen area, especially 

south. Our main guides will be Rich Meyer (riding with us 

throughout the morning) and Luke Gascho. The activity -- 

featuring storytelling and reflection, singing and prayer -- 

concludes late morning in the Baintertown park south of 

Waterford. Masks will likely be required at stopping points. 

For more info, contact Dan Shenk 

(dan@shenkcopyproof.com; 534-9673) or Les Gustafson-

Zook (gustazook@gmail.com; 238-3579). 
 

(repeat) When God calls someone to leadership, a 

journey begins. Perhaps you are on that journey. Perhaps 

you are looking for mentors and companions along the 

way. Central District Conference invites you to join 

Journey: A Missional Leadership Development Program. 

This program is for lay leaders, pastors, church planters, 

and other emerging leaders who are called without specific 

training for ministry or who are exploring a call to 

ministry. The early registration deadline to apply for fall 

2021 is July 13 with the final registration deadline on 

August 10. For more information visit 

www.ambs.edu/journey, or contact one of your pastors, or 

CDC Conference Minister Doug Luginbill  at 

confmin@mcusacdc.org  or at 574-534-1485. 
 

(repeat) Elkhart County Parent and Caregiver Survey: 

As parents and caregivers of children, there are times we 

all look for support from our neighbors, schools, churches 

and other people in the community. Six Elkhart County 

organizations want to hear your thoughts about raising 

children here, and what could be done to make this an even 

better place to be a family.  The survey link will be open 

between April 12-May 14. Your name and e-mail address 

will not be shared with anyone. The survey should take 10-

15 minutes to complete. You cannot save your answers and 

come back later, so please make sure you have enough time 

before beginning. Your answers on the survey will remain 

confidential. If you choose, you can be entered into a 

drawing for one of 7 gift cards after completing the survey. 

There are three $100 gift cards and four $50 gift cards in 

the drawing. Winners will have a choice between an 

Amazon, Meijer, or Wal-Mart gift card. Thank you so 

much for your time! 
 

(repeat) Opportunity to partner in 

diversity/equity/inclusion work: AJ Delgadillo, the new 

Community Relations Director for the city of Goshen, is  

interested in building a coalition of individuals and 

organizations interested in doing Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion work. AJ will be putting together a simple survey 

for coalition partners with a few questions to make a virtual 

newsletter, including:     

1) Organization 

2) Contact person and contact 

3) Diversity/Equity/Inclusion work or hopes 

4) Ways people can partner or any advice you’re looking 

for. 

If you have interest in being part of this coalition or 

receiving this newsletter, contact AJ at 

ajdelgadillo@goshencity.com. 
 

(repeat) Bethany Christian Schools is seeking to hire a 

full time high school language arts teacher. For more 

information visit 

https://www.bethanycs.net/apps/pages/employment.  
 

(repeat) Updates from Laurelville Retreat Center are 

available here.  
 

(repeat) Mennonite World Conference Information is 
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here. 
 

(repeat) Mennonite Disaster Service’s “On the Level” 

Newsletter is here.  
 

(repeat) Mennonite Creation Care Network’s “Church 

Edition” Newsletter is here.  
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