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Welcome to Assembly Mennonite Church 
727 New York St, Goshen, Indiana 46526 
574-534-4190 / office@assemblymennonite.org 
Join us for Online Worship Sundays at 10 AM 
 

W O R S H I P 
 

 

October 25 

 
Worship Leader:  Sean Smuts 

 
Preacher:  Kristen Swartley 

 

Scripture: Exodus 7:8-15:20 

 

 

November 1 

 
Worship Leader:  Anna Yoder Schlabach 

 
Preacher:  Scott Coulter 

 

Scripture: Exodus 16:2-35 

                    

   C A L E N D A R  
To view a Complete Calendar of Events, please visit https://assemblymennonite.org/about/calendar/.  

     TODAY Oct 25 10:00 am Worship on Zoom, followed by coffee break & electives 

   11:30 am MYF Second Hour @GC MC tent 

     Mon Oct 26 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer on Zoom      

     Tues Oct 27 7:15 pm Small group reps meeting 

     Wed Oct 28 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer on Zoom 

     Fri Oct 30 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer on Zoom 

     Sun  Nov 1 10:00 am Worship on Zoom, followed by coffee break & electives 

        6:00 pm Lantern Festival 

   7:00 pm Congregational Meeting on Zoom 

     Tues Nov 3 7-9 pm Leadership Group 

     Wed  Nov 4 1-2:30 pm Women’s Lunch Bunch 
Note: We are no longer requiring a password for public Zoom meetings (including Sunday morning worship). When you join the Zoom meeting, you will be placed in 

a “waiting room” until the tech host lets you in. You can also join our Zoom meetings by phone. Dial (312) 626-6799, and enter the Meeting ID 999-527-5153, and 
then press #. Press # again when prompted, to join the meeting. You will be able to hear and talk, but you won’t see any of the video.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
 

assembly life and people  
 

 

Fall Exodus Bible Study: Who will we serve? TODAY 

we continue our journey out of Egypt with the book of 

Exodus. The stories we encounter in Exodus invite us to 

ask “Where does our allegiance lie? And what false gods 

do we need to be freed from?” Read the full intro to this 

series here. Join us for Zoom worship at 10am.  
 

Exciting Exodus Electives! Fall electives continue 

TODAY! Following the “coffee break”, join via the Zoom 

link given in the chat window to engage in exciting 

alliterative Exodus Electives. One group will be invited to 

dive deeper into the text and have further conversations 

with Kristen following her sermon. The second group is 

focused on embodied responses and is entitled "Creating a 

space to meet God." This week join Eric Good Kaufmann 

to use photography as a way to connect with God. Children 

are welcome to join with an adult. The third group is for 

children who want to listen to stories and watch videos 

with Lora (a sort of Sunday school) using the same story 

we heard this morning. 
 

The MYF will be meeting TODAY Sunday, Oct.25, for 

our "second hour" at 11:30am. We will be meeting in the 

tent in front of the music center on the Goshen College 

campus. You can park in the parking lot on the south side 

of the music center and walk around to the courtyard. If 

anyone needs more precise directions to get to the music 

center, let one of the sponsors know. Wear your mask, 

chairs will be provided! 
 

Please join the Congregational Meeting November 1st at 

7pm on Zoom. At this meeting we will (1) test whether we 

have consensus to be a congregational sponsor for the 

proposed resolution from Inclusive Mennonite Pastors and 

(2) continue the conversation about a proposal to equalize 

our congregation's giving to the Mennonite Mission 

Network and Mennonite Central 

Committee. All Assembly participants are welcome to 

participate in congregational meetings (you don't have to be 
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Please email announcements to assemblyline@assemblymennonite.org by 8 AM local time Friday for inclusion in the following 
Sunday’s AssemblyLine. To receive the AssemblyLine via email visit http://eepurl.com/bsXsDr. 

Assembly Mennonite Church  
Pastoral Team  
Lora Nafziger loracn@assemblymennonite.org  574-312-0732   
Karl Shelly   karlss@assemblymennonite.org  574-621-1037  
Anna Yoder Schlabach  annays@assemblymennonite.org  574-312-5319 
Scott Coulter scottc@assemblymennonite.org  419-535-2918 
Pastoral Intern: Kristen Swartley, kswartley@ambs.edu 
Pastor Emeritae: Lois Johns Kaufmann, Mary Lehman Yoder 

Elders: Dennis Landis (chair), Regina Shands 
Stoltzfus, Jonathon Schramm, Anne Horst Hanby, 
Jamie Lake, Sandy Fribley, Eric Yordy, Lydia Miller 
Youth Coordinators: Sarah Sutter Kaufmann, 
Aaron Kaufmann, Sara Morris, Hannah Friesen 

Administrator: Jane Litwiller (M/T/TR/F 4:15-6:15) office@assemblymennonite.org  574-534-4190 

Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to be a dynamic Christian community by together meeting God who draws us beyond 
ourselves into nurturing, sharing, and living the good news of God’s love as known in Jesus Christ. ~ Mission Statement, adopted 
June 1997 
 

As a reconciling faith community, Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to follow Jesus’ example by welcoming all who come our way, 
regardless of age, economic or social circumstances, ethnic background, gender, marital status, physical ability, race, or sexual 
orientation. ~ Welcome statement, adopted Dec. 1999 

 

a covenanted member to attend). Reach out to one of the 

pastors or elders if you have questions. 
 

Lantern Festival for all Sun. Nov. 1st 6 pm. On all Saints 

Day join in a lantern walk through Goshen. (Look for an 

update later this week; plans may change depending on 

COVID numbers). We will meet at the Goshen Public 

Library parking lot at 6 pm and walk through town carrying 

our lanterns and singing. We will arrive at the courthouse 

and meet some of our friends and neighbors for more 

singing and an exchange of cookies. Bring 2 cookies in a 

zip lock bag to trade. Also, feel free to bring your own hot 

drinks. Please wear a mask and maintain distance from 

others not in your family group.  Instructions for making 

Lanterns can be found here, or you can pick up a can and 

instructions at church sometime this week. 
 

Our prayers are with Jean Hollenberg, Darin Bontrager, 

and the entire family upon the death of Ed Hollenberg on 

October 19th at Goshen Hospital. Information about 

memorial arrangements will be shared at a later time. 
 

Thank you, Assembly Mennonite Church, for your 

continued support of Camp Friedenswald and for being a 

vital part or what makes Friedenswald what it is today! I 

am grateful for your generous financial support throughout 

the year and for your support through attendance at our 

weekend Getaways the past few months. To catch a 

glimpse of the work that you're supporting right now, I 

invite you to join Amy Huser on a tour around Camp 

Friedenswald, highlighting our current efforts to make 

camp, and our world, a more sustainable place. Again, 

thank you! In peace, Jenna Liechty Martin 
 

Scott & Ana Yoder Coulter have a new address: 1308 S. 

16th St in Goshen. 
 

Registered voters: remember to make a plan to cast 

your vote between now and Nov 3rd! In-person 

early voting began Oct 6; residents of Elkhart County 

can vote early at either the First Presbyterian Church 

located at 215 E. Lincoln Avenue in Goshen, or the Elkhart 

County Health Department - Lincoln Center located at 608 

Oakland Avenue in Elkhart, or. Locations in Middlebury 

and Nappanee have more limited dates and hours. Detailed 

information on dates and times for each facility can be 

found here. On Election Day, Nov 3, the polls open at 6am, 

and close at 6pm. Any Elkhart County registered voter 

can vote at any Vote Center. 
 

Share Prayer Requests by filling out the online form at 

this link. You may continue to do this throughout each 

week. Prayer requests are sent out to the congregation via 

the Assembly listserv on Wednesdays  

 

Happy Birthday last week (10/18-10/24) to: Mitch 

Rhodes and Elizabeth Franks-North. May God bless you. 

We are glad you are part of Assembly! 
 

Happy Birthday this week (10/25-10/31) to:  Becky 

Overholt, Josh Kauffman, Ally Mast, Steve Shantz, and 

Joyce Hostetler. May God bless you. We are glad you are 

part of Assembly! 

 

(repeat) Mennonite Church USA resolution to end its 

discrimination against LGBTQ people and to repent of the 

harm this policy has caused. At last the congregational 

meeting on Oct 11 we discussed whether to co-sponsor this 

resolution as a congregation (individuals can go to 

this website and co-sponsor). Small groups reps received 

more information to assist discussion in their group.  We 

plan to test for consensus about co-sponsoring at a 

congregational meeting on November 1. 
 

 

(repeat) Fall Work Days at AMC:  It’s that time of year 

again! Fall Work Days assignments for small groups are 

now available. We hope to have the work completed 

between October 19 and November 7. Please coordinate 

with your small group and the group/s you are paired with 

to accomplish your tasks accordingly. All indoor tasks have 

been eliminated this year due to COVID. We attempted to 

balance tasks and group sizes as best as possible.  Contact 

Jane with any questions and please let her know if any 

tasks on your lists remain unfinished afterwards. Also, if 

you were not assigned via a small group assignment and 

are interested in contributing time and energy to this 

endeavor, please communicate that interest to Jane and she 

will get you connected. Thank you all for your help with 

this and enjoy the rewards of work and time together 

outside!  For assignments, click here or here for a pdf. 
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(repeat) Photos for All Saints Day: We have often invited 

you to bring photos of loved ones who have died to our All 

Saints service. Because we'll be on Zoom this year, please 

email your photos with your loved one's full name and 

dates of birth and death to 

annays@assemblymennonite.org. I'll be putting together a 

video for the service on November 1. 
 

(repeat) Many children had the pleasure of receiving a 

weekly letter from Naomi Chapman during the summer. 

During the Exodus series, she is willing to engage your 

child with old fashioned snail mail letters from characters 

in the story. Each week your child would receive a letter 

from one of the characters in the next week's text. If you 

would like to opt-in for your child/children to receive these, 

please let Lora know at loracn@assemblymennonite.org 
 

(repeat) Members' Needs. Everence has made over $5,000 

available in matching funds that we can use for 

members' needs requests before the end of 2020. As an 

Anabaptist community, we value sharing our resources. If 

you have any emergency financial needs (whether related 

to a health crisis, a loss of income, or other extraordinary 

circumstances), please consider sharing your needs with 

your small group rep, or directly with Scott Coulter, Pastor 

of Congregational Life.   
 

(repeat) Bethany High School is doing a Drive-Though 

Fish Fry on October 30 from 4:00-8:00 pm. Tickets are on 

Bethany's website (Bethanycs.net) and each purchase 

includes 6 pieces of fish and tartar sauce. Tickets purchased 

online are $9 and tickets purchased at the Fry are $10. 

Online tickets are available until October 20. If you 

purchase tickets online, make sure to put either Rilynn, 

Naomi, or Theo in the space that asks who you bought 

tickets from. If you choose not to attend the fry and would 

still like to make a donations please do so! Just buy a ticket 

either way, thank you for your support! 
 

(repeat) Linda and Gary Nafziger-Meiser have had a 

series of setbacks in the last few months including most 

recently a stroke that Gary is recovering from. Linda served 

an internship at AMC while a student at AMBS in the mid-

'90's. Since contributing to them doesn't fit under our 

members' need fund, we'll just pool money from anyone 

wanting to contribute. You can make out a check to AMC 

with Linda and Gary in the memo line. It will not be tax-

deductible. Please have your contributions to the office by 

10/31. You can see Linda's Caring Bridge journal entries 

here.   
 

(repeat) Pastors Traveling This Week. Karl will be out of 

town Oct 19-26; Lora will be out of town Oct 19-22. Scott 

will be out of town Oct 24-26.   
 

community connections 
 

Mennonite Disaster Service’s “On the Level” newsletter 

is here.  
 

(repeat) Enchanted Forest at Merry Lea Environmental 

Learning Center of Goshen College: Join Merry Lea on 

October 23rd from 7-8:30 pm for an “enchanted” night 

hike! Trail guides will lead groups by lantern-light to meet 

real “live” animals on our trails. Our costumed staff and 

volunteers will answer questions about life as a native 

Indiana animal. This family-friendly evening is a great 

alternative to Halloween events too scary for young 

children. Pre-registration and payment is required this 

year. Please call 260-799-5869 to register and prepay. The 

cost is $3.50 per person (ages 3 and up).  For more 

information click here.  
 

(repeat) Volunteers Needed: To ensure the continued 

success of the Center for Healing & Hope’s drive-through 

COVID-19 testing site, they are seeking additional 

volunteers to fill a variety of roles. Volunteer roles are 

available in 2-hour shifts on Mondays and Wednesdays 

from 12 to 7 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 

p.m.; and Saturdays from 12 to 3 p.m. Low to higher risk 

roles are available. All testing takes place outside. Medical-

grade PPE is available for all volunteers. To see a list of the 

volunteer roles, please visit this webpage. You can register 

as a volunteer through this online portal. If you have 

questions about the volunteer opportunities, please contact 

Naomi Leary at nleary@chhclinics.org. Thank you for your 

continued support of our programs and services. We 

appreciate your thoughts and prayers as we serve the urgent 

healthcare needs within our uninsured community during 

the pandemic. 
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(repeat) Open House at Bethany: Are you or someone 

you know interested in Bethany? Join us for an open house 

on Sunday, November 8 for a chance to meet teachers and 

see campus and classrooms. Register online at 

bethanycs.net/scheduleavisit/.  
 

(repeat) Open enrollment for Medicare started this 

week. From now thru December 15th, Medicare recipients 

can change their plans. Your Everence team is ready and 

happy to assist you with reviewing your current plan! 

Contact Everence staff to schedule your appointment. 
 

(repeat) Bethany Christian Schools seeks a Chief 

Financial Officer to provide leadership in administering 

the school’s financial affairs and supporting operations to 

maintain a solid financial foundation necessary for carrying 

out Bethany’s mission. Interested candidates should send a 

letter of interest and a resume to head of school Tim 

Lehman at tclehman@bethanycs.net. 
 

(repeat) Bethany Christian Schools Newsletter is here.  
 

(repeat) Central District Conference’s focus Newsletter 

is here.  
 

(repeat) Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale Report is here.  
 

(repeat) Mennonite Church USA’s Equipping 

Newsletter is here.  
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