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Welcome to Assembly Mennonite Church 
727 New York St, Goshen, Indiana 46526 
574-534-4190 / office@assemblymennonite.org 
Worship is online weekly. 10am Virtual Worship, 11am Fellowship. 
Our meetinghouse will remain closed until further notice. 
 

W O R S H I P 
 

July 26 
 

Digital Summer Worship 
 

Look for an email from the Assembly listserv on Saturday 
with worship materials for your household or small group. 

All are also welcome to join us online Sunday at 10am 
where we will use these worship materials together. 

 
 

Worship Leader: Anna Yoder Schlabach 
Storyteller: Paul Meyer Reimer 

 
 

Scripture: Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45b; Romans 
8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

August 2 
 

Digital Summer Worship 
 

Look for an email from the Assembly listserv on Saturday 
with worship materials for your household or small group. 

All are also welcome to join us online Sunday at 10am 
where we will use these worship materials together. 

 
 

Worship Leader: Bill Mateer 
Storyteller: Bruce Glick 

 
 

Scripture: Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7, 15; Romans 9:1-5; 
Matthew 14:13-21 

                                

   C A L E N D A R  
To view a Complete Calendar of Events, please visit https://assemblymennonite.org/about/calendar/.  

     TODAY July 26 10am Virtual House Church ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 

        11am “Coffee Time” ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 

   12-2:30pm Jr MYF Activity at Mitch & Lora’s house 

     Mon July 27 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 

     Tues July 28 9pm Take Our Moments and Our Days prayer group at Shanklin Park 

     Wed July 29 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 

     Thurs July 30 9pm Take Our Moments and Our Days prayer group at Shanklin Park 

     Fri July 31 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 
Note: The password for Assembly Zoom meetings was sent out by email on April 4th and has not 

changed. (If you don’t already have the password, email or message any of the pastors). Also, you can join 

any of these online gatherings by phone. Dial (312) 626-6799, and enter the Meeting ID 999-527-5153, and 

then press #. Press # again when prompted, to join the meeting. You will be able to hear and talk, but you 

won’t see any of the video.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
 

assembly life and people  
 

James and Emily Stuckey Weber would like to introduce 

their son, Levi David, born July 24 at 5:41 a.m. (7lbs 13.9 

oz. 20.5"). All are doing well. Please help us welcome Levi 

by providing a meal for the family as well as a short visit 

when possible. Details for meals and visiting can be found 

here by using access code 2601: 

https://www.TakeThemAMeal.com/BPLH6808  
 

Avery Morris turns 3 on July 30! Listening to music and 

having dance parties are some of Avery’s favorite 

activities. Bike rides and hiking at our local parks/ponds 

are something she deeply enjoys, and she always finds the 

beauty and magic in our world. She loves spending time 

cooking/baking with mom, going on outdoor adventures 

with dad, and playing hide-and-seek with her sister, Rylan. 

Creating artwork and sending out friendship mail has been 

a favorite way to connect with friends and family during 

quarantine. 
 

Cecylia Gomez Wengerd (Rising 5th, Parkside) turned 

10 on July 24! Cecylia loves to plan for the future. She 

also likes jumping on her trampoline, acting, playing with 

her little sister, and reading! She is currently learning to 

cook and continues to play soccer with the Middleberry 

magic. During the quarantine she has missed being with her 

friends, and looks forward to a play date every day when 

this is all over! 
 

Today we continue our summer worship series “Small 

Things.” Each Sunday's worship (in iMovie format) will 

focus on a different "small thing". This week our “small 
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thing” is Atoms. Please read the Introduction to the 

Summer Worship series here, which includes a wonderful 

Wendell Berry poem, along with more information. 

Remember that if you prefer a “live” format you can join 

the Zoom group each Sunday at 10 AM with one of our 

pastors. 
 

Join us Sundays at 10am each week for Zoom worship 

as we watch the pre-recorded service and make space for 

live sharing followed by a pastoral prayer. For those of you 

wishing we would do Zoom worship every Sunday, we 

encourage you to show up and try it!  
 

A group will be gathering to pray from Take Our 

Moments and Our Days: An Anabaptist Prayer Book. We 

will meet by the pond in Shanklin Park at 9 pm on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning this week on July 28. 

Everyone is invited, and it's totally okay if you can only 

come every once in a while! Bring the book if you have it 

or download the free app for Android or for iPhone. If you 

have any questions, contact Becky Snider or Lydia Miller. 
 

Replacing the songs of David Haas: In response to 

credible accusations of sexual abuse and spiritual 

manipulation by the hymn writer and composer David 

Haas, the committee compiling the new hymnal, Voices 

Together, has removed his songs from consideration. (Read 

MennoMedia’s June 23 statement here.) While these songs 

will not be included in the new hymnal available this fall, 

five songs by David Hass are in Sing the Journey (STJ) and 

Sing the Story (STS), and others are sung in Mennonite 

congregations. These include beloved songs: “My Soul Is 

Filled with Joy,” “I Will Come to You in the Silence,” 

“Peace Before Us,” “Blest are They,” “We Are Called” and 

“Come and Be Light.” Some of these songs are Assembly 

favorites. It is hard to imagine never singing them again, 

but it is also hard to imagine singing them while knowing 

the harm that Haas has done. We will have more 

conversation about this when we are able to begin singing 

together again, but we are currently choosing not to use 

these songs in our worship. You can see some alternative 

hymns here: 

http://voicestogetherhymnal.org/2020/07/06/replacing-the-

songs-of-david-haas/.  
 

From the Finance Committee: We received annual tithe 

contributions early in 2020 and a large contribution for 

2020 late in 2019, both of which have made projections as 

to where we are for the current giving cycle difficult. 

Having said that, total giving for 2020 was slightly over 

half of the spending plan total on July first, after half of the 

year. This is more than usual at this point in a normal year. 

Because of the economic effects of the covid virus, we do 

not know what to expect in the next six months. What we 

do know is that you have been in the past and continue to 

be extremely generous with your resources. That is 

appreciated on many levels. Thank you! Also: 
 

Assembly’s application for a Paycheck Protection Plan 

loan from 1st Source Bank was finalized and 34,800 

dollars received July 9th. The congregation has until the 

end of 2020 to document that the funds were used for 

personnel expenses without significant reduction in 

personnel costs in order for the loan to be forgiven. This is 

a nice hedge against the uncertainty of the next six months. 

– the Finance Committee 
 

A note from Naomi Roots: Thank you to all who reached 

out to me with kind words of encouragement and 

appreciation during my last week in Assembly's office. It 

has been a pleasure to serve Assembly these last (almost) 5 

years. I will miss interacting with the good people of 

Assembly on a regular basis and look forward to a time 

when we can be in the same building again without masks 

on. Thank you again! 
 

Please watch this video message from Johanna Sutter: 

https://youtu.be/x3m2fl-eRTM! It is school kit time again! 

Johanna Sutter has collected the contents for school kits.  If 

you would like to sponsor some school kits, they are $3.00 

each.  You are welcome to put your money for them in the 

offering as long as your check or cash envelope is labeled 

for school kits. 
 

Small group Cantaloupe is pleased to announce Lydia 

Miller’s plans to covenant with Assembly on August 9. 

Please share your words of welcome and affirmation with 

Lydia. 
 

Karl Shelly will be out of town, biking the trails of 

Michigan with family, July 26-29. 
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Happy Birthday last week (7/19-7/25) to: Rose Stutzman, 

Philipp Gollner, Craig Glick Miler, Ann Hostetler, and 

Dancy Hirschler. May God bless you. We are glad you are 

part of Assembly! 
 

Happy Birthday this week (7/26-8/1) to: Alfonso 

Jimenez, Marilyn Miller, Kate Kennedy, Dana Miller, 

Rachel Hostetler, Norm Kauffmann, and Alan Greaser. 

May God bless you. We are glad you are part of Assembly! 

 

Each week we will feature blurbs with updates about 

households within an Assembly small group. This week, 

here is an update from small group Cardinal: 
 

Joyce & Jep Hostetler moved to Goshen in 2011 and 

treasure their new faith family at Assembly. Joyce reports 

that she is acutely aware of the pain in our world, but is 

grateful for Zoom which helps her connect with family, 

friends and several groups, for her daily bike ride (often her 

only time away from home), and for more time for her 

spiritual practices which bring her peace and contentment. 
Jep is grateful for his "serenity soil" where he can spend 

time in nature, tending to and harvesting our Creator's 

bounty. Currently he is digging into learning about how we 

can participate in healing the wounds of past generations, 

and ours, in regards to how we have treated our fellow 

human beings over the years.  
 

Jan Siemens loves living near the Mill Race and walking 

on the wooded trails. In her 124th day of quarantine, she 

realizes some of the benefits are time to: work in the yard, 

zoom with family and other groups, and to enjoy a slower 

pace. In her few-friends-bubble, she has explored Indiana 

parks, land trust areas and loves the rolling hills the 

glaciers left for us! 
 

Patricia Nuyken is newly retired and enjoying having 

more time to sleep, hike, garden, catch up with family and 

friends, get to know neighbors, read about the Enneagram 

and tackle long overdue home projects. She ponders why 

God created Japanese beetles!! 
 

Alton and Els Shelly: Els was born in The Netherlands 

and immigrated to the U.S. They have traveled in many 

countries and also to Birding Hot Spots in the U.S. Alton is 

a retired social worker and an excellent ping pong player. 

Both will be glad when the Homestead at Greencroft opens 

up again. 
 

Norm & Sharon Kauffmann: We moved to Goshen in the 

summer of 1969 from East Peoria, Illinois. In September of 

that year we moved into our present house – now in our 51 

st year. We have been members of Assembly since its first 

meeting in Coffman Hall in January of 1974. Presently 

Sharon spends time taking care of the flower gardens and 

Norm does the mowing. When not working at these 

projects we like to bike and will take anyone with us who 

enjoys biking. In February and March, we spend time in 

Tucson, Az – came home early this year. In June we 

enjoyed two weeks at Little Eden Camp, biking and 

fishing. Our daughters, Heidi and Leisa, come frequently to 

visit with us.  
 

The Brethren Mennonite Council for LGBT Interests 

(BMC) sent a letter to Assembly thanking the congregation 

for its financial support and providing an update on the 

work of BMC during the COVID-19 pandemic. Click here 

to read the letter. 
 

The Dove’s Nest thanks Assembly for Assembly’s gift of 

$1,100 through the 2% Fund. The Dove’s Nest works to 

empower and equip faith communities to keep children and 

youth safe in their homes, churches, and communities. 

Click here for more information about the Dove’s Nest, and 

contact Sarah Phend Horst at sphend@gmail.com for more 

information about Assembly's 2% Fund.   
 

Share Prayer Requests by filling out the online form at 

this link. You may continue to do this throughout each 

week. Prayer requests are sent out to the congregation via 

the Assembly listserv on Wednesdays, and are also 

included in the Pastoral Prayer each Sunday.  
 

(repeat) Backyard house church needs you! Starting 

August 16 we'll be experimenting with six weeks of in-

person neighborhood backyard house church worship. We 

are looking for two types of “host” for  backyard house 

church from August 16-September 27: (1) backyard hosts, 

and (2) welcoming/logistics hosts. (1) We need backyards 

that are big enough to accommodate up to 6 households 

with physical distancing. You do not need to provide chairs 

or restrooms. Services will be less than an hour. (2) We 
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also need people who are willing to serve as the "host" 

(could be the same as the backyard host but not 

necessarily) who are willing to welcome people, assign 

worship roles, and either print or pick up worship resources 

at the church. (3) For all who prefer not to gather in person, 

we'll still have participatory Zoom worship, so we will also 

require online hosts who feel comfortable using 

Zoom. Please email annays@assemblymennonite.org if 

you're willing to be a backyard host or a 

welcoming/logistics host, or a Zoom host.  
 

(repeat) Congratulations to Ian and Lucia Keim who 

were married on July 10th in the Keim backyard (Ian is 

Julie & Paul's son).  Karl Shelly officiated. 
 

(repeat) Scott will be out of the office from Friday 

afternoon July 24 until Tuesday July 28. He will be 

travelling with his family to visit friends out of town. 
 

(repeat) Meals for the Klassen family. Small group Hygge 

is organizing meals for Sara and Chris Klassen upon the 

arrival of their baby, June Tyler, on July 8. We are hoping 

to provide meals for them through August. Please follow 

this link for more specific instructions and to sign up. 

-Small group Hygge 
 

(repeat) Elroy Holsopple and Mary Yoder Holsopple are 

relocating temporarily to Anchorage, Alaska. They plan to 

keep a blog called The Journey Continues. You can click 

on the link to keep updated about their time in Anchorage. 
 

(repeat) If you are a Kroger shopper, you can help 

Assembly’s MYF and JYF gain funds by going to 

Kroger.com and creating an account. Once in your new 

account, click on Community Rewards and search for 

Assembly Mennonite Church by name or by our 

organization number ND605. A small portion of every 

purchase (when you use your Kroger’s card) will go 

towards Assembly’s youth programs. Thanks! 
 

(repeat) Central District Conference’s July edition of 

their monthly newsletter, Reporter, is available here. 
 

community connections 
 

Race, Church & Change, Part 2 - a churchwide 

discussion on racism’s impact on the church and 

meaningful approaches for its dismantling - was hosted by 

the Mennonite Church USA Executive Board on July 23. 

You can watch this 1.5 hour conversation on Facebook 

here. If you missed it, you can also watch Part 1 (from June 

30) on YouTube here. 
 

Mennonite World Conference’s July newsletter can be 

read here. 
 

Mennonite Creation Care Network’s July newsletter can 

be read here.  
 

Mennonite Mission Network shares weekly prayer 

requests with congregations. For their August prayer 

requests, click here. 
 

Mennonite Education Agency also shares weekly prayer 

requests with congregations. For their August prayer 

requests, click here. 
 

Camp Friedenswald sent an update; you can read it here. 
 

Job opening: Mennonite Men, the men’s organization of 

Mennonite Church USA and Mennonite Church Canada, 

has an open quarter time position in Communications and 

Marketing. To see a description of this position, 

visit MennoniteMen.org or contact Steve Thomas 

at SteveT@MennoniteMen.org. Resumes are due by 

August 3.  
 

(repeat) Join us (virtually) for an MCC Centennial 

Celebration on July 26. This year marks the 100th 

anniversary of MCC! It is not the centennial year we 

anticipated. Still, we invite you to join us (virtually) on 

Sun, July 26, at 6:30pm (EDT) – with music starting at 

6:15pm – as we offer thanks to God and pray for the future 

of MCC’s ministry of relief, development and peace in the 

name of Christ. We'll be broadcasting live from Prairie 

Street Mennonite Church in Elkhart, site of an important 

first meeting in the formation of MCC when 

representatives of various Mennonite and Mennonite 

Brethren groups met in July 1920. We had hoped to 

worship together in person, but we’re grateful for the 

livestream option that will enable more MCC supporters 

and partners to join us. The livestream will feature Dr. 

Sibonokuhle Ncube; Cyneatha Millsaps and Quinn 

Brenneke will lead worship; and musicians from Faith 

Mennonite; as well as Ron Byler. Please invite your friends 
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regardless of age, economic or social circumstances, ethnic background, gender, marital status, physical ability, race, or sexual 
orientation. ~ Welcome statement, adopted Dec. 1999 

 

and family by sharing the link: mcc.org/gl-centennial-

livestream. 
 

(repeat) Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary shares 

“Mourning Our Losses Together During COVID-19: 

The Good News of Biblical Lament” Tuesday, July 21, 2–3 

p.m. EDT. Presented by Bob Yoder, D.Min., Advancement 

Associate; Pamela Yoder, M.Div., Pastor for Community 

Life and Pastoral Care, College Mennonite Church, 

Goshen, Indiana. This free webinar — back by popular 

demand! — is for those experiencing loss and those 

journeying with them. Participants will explore the three-

act movement of biblical lament as a faithful response to 

God in both individual and corporate settings. Click here 

for more information or to register. 
 

(repeat) SEMILLA Latin American Anabaptist 

Seminary sent Assembly an update. If you would like to 

read the update, click here. 
 

(repeat) Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale happening 

virtually September 25-27. Their July announcements can 

be read here. 
 

(repeat) The July edition of On the Level is now available 

from Mennonite Disaster Service. In our current issue, you 

can read how MDS volunteers helped Minneapolis 

residents clean up following the protests in the wake of the 

death of George Floyd. You can learn how MDS volunteers 

are racing the clock to restore homes in Alaska and bring 

wildfire survivors home. Click on this link to read 

more: https://conta.cc/2ChyxXQ 
 

 

(repeat) Bethany Christian Schools has job openings for 

Bus Driver and Evening Custodian. Applications are being 

accepted now and until the positions have been filled. 

Interested applicants should contact 

tclehman@bethanycs.net. See Employment Opportunities 

on our website at bethanycs.net for additional details. 

Thanks! 
 

(repeat) Ten Thousand Villages: We are currently seeking 

to hire a full-time manager for our Goshen store. Click here 

to see the full job description along with how to apply.  
 

(repeat) Join MCC Great Lakes for a virtual Pipeline to 

Prison learning tour. Explore the complex dynamics of 

the U.S. criminal justice system from different perspectives 

and learn about practical opportunities for engagement and 

advocacy efforts in your local context. Through five online 

sessions, participants will explore the connections between 

broad systemic issues of racism and incarceration down 

through the local level, all through the lens of Anabaptist 

faith. This free virtual learning tour will take place each 

Monday in August from 2-3:30 p.m. (EST). Registration is 

limited to 25 participants. The goal is for all participants to 

commit to attending each virtual session to get the full 

learning experience. For more information and to register 

visit mcc.org/gl-pipeline-to-prison-virtual or call 

574.534.4133. 
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