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Welcome to Assembly Mennonite Church 
727 New York St, Goshen, Indiana 46526 
574-534-4190 / office@assemblymennonite.org 
Worship at 9:30am, Sunday school at 10:45am 
 

W O R S H I P 
 

May 3 
 

 

Worship today at the meetinghouse has been cancelled. 
 
 

 

Look for an email from the Assembly listserv on Saturday 
with worship materials for your household or small group, 

a way to share prayer requests, and more. 
 
 

Worship Leader: Small Group B 
Preacher: Jon Zirkle & Ashley Fehlberg 

 
 

Scripture: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-
10 

 

 

May 10 
 

 

Worship today at the meetinghouse has been cancelled. 
 
 

 

Look for an email from the Assembly listserv on Saturday 
with worship materials for your household or small group, a 

way to share prayer requests, and more. 
 
 

Worship Leader: Small Group Hygge 
Preacher: Hannah Kurtz 

 
 

Scripture: Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 1; Peter 2:2-10; 
John 14:1-14 

 
                                

   C A L E N D A R  
To view a Complete Calendar of Events, please visit https://assemblymennonite.org/about/calendar/.  

     TODAY May 3 10am Virtual House Church ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 

        11am “Coffee Time” ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 

   1pm JYF Zoom meeting, watch for invitation in your email 

     Mon Apr 27 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 

     Wed Apr 29 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 

     Thurs Apr 30 3pm Online recital (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 

     Fri May 1 12 Noon Psalm Reading & Prayer ONLINE (https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 
Note: The password for Assembly Zoom meetings was sent out by email on April 4th and has not 

changed. (If you don’t already have the password, email or message any of the pastors). Also, you can join 

any of these online gatherings by phone. Dial (312) 626-6799, and enter the Meeting ID 999-527-5153, and 

then press #. Press # again when prompted, to join the meeting. You will be able to hear and talk, but you 

won’t see any of the video.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
 

assembly life and people  
 

Leo Baldanzi Schlabach (2nd, Waterford) turns 8 

TODAY, May 3! Leo loves cookies and cream ice cream. 

He has been playing board games and watching movies 

with his family during this quarantine time. He enjoys 

playing on his scooter and practicing piano and acting like 

a suspicious character. He thinks gym at school is much 

better than gym at home! 
 

Eva Lake Rittenhouse (5th, Parkside) turns 11 on May 5! 

Eva is spending her time these days reading all the SciFi 

and fantasy books we can get into her hands. She enjoys 

building with Legos, jumping on her trampoline, and 

snuggling with her dog, Josie. She still tries to have some 

sort of ninja "class" on Saturday mornings. 
 

Tilly Schramm (5th, West Goshen) turns 11 on May 5! 

Tilly loves reading, horses, and exploring the world, both 

close to home and farther afield. She recently returned from 

Tanzania with her family where she enjoyed eating really 

good pineapples and seeing elephants up close, but did not 

enjoy being so far from her friends for so long.  
 

Jenae Coulter turns 1 on May 6! Some of her favorite 

things are blowing kisses, playing peekaboo, waving (even 

on Zoom!), “dancing” to music, eating pancakes, turning 

flips, and playing with her big sister. We love hearing her 

say new words and watching her take her first steps. She’ll 

be walking any day now, and she brings us so much joy! 
 

TODAY we continue the Eastertide season which 

follows Easter and lasts until Pentecost. During this season, 

we will have small groups planning worship, and we will 

focus on the lectionary texts of the Risen Christ appearing 

to his disciples. Like the disciples, who experienced 

disorientation and disappointment, may we also be 
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Please email announcements to assemblyline@assemblymennonite.org by 8 AM local time Friday for inclusion in the following 
Sunday’s AssemblyLine. To receive the AssemblyLine via email visit http://eepurl.com/bsXsDr.  

Assembly Mennonite Church  
Pastoral Team  
Lora Nafziger loracn@assemblymennonite.org  574-312-0732   
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Pastor Emeritae: Lois Johns Kaufmann, Mary Lehman Yoder 
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Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to be a dynamic Christian community by together meeting God who draws us beyond 
ourselves into nurturing, sharing, and living the good news of God’s love as known in Jesus Christ. ~ Mission Statement, adopted 
June 1997 
 

As a reconciling faith community, Assembly Mennonite Church seeks to follow Jesus’ example by welcoming all who come our way, 
regardless of age, economic or social circumstances, ethnic background, gender, marital status, physical ability, race, or sexual 
orientation. ~ Welcome statement, adopted Dec. 1999 

 

sustained and comforted by stories of Christ showing up in 

unexpected ways, offering his peace and presence. 
 

Virtual House Church: Some small groups are gathering 

together by Zoom on Sunday mornings to read and watch 

the worship materials together. If your small group is not 

doing this and you are interested in “gathering” with others 

in a casual, virtual house church way, join the AMC Zoom 

room at 10am on Sunday morning. We'll use breakout 

rooms if there are more than eight people, and we'll be 

done by 11am for coffee hour. This week will be hosted by 

Anna Yoder Schlabach and Becky Snider. 

(https://zoom.us/j/9995275153) 
 

TODAY JYF is meeting via Zoom at 1pm. Parents and 

youth, please watch for an invitation in your email. 
 

Share Prayer Requests by filling out the online form at 

this link. You may continue to do this throughout each 

week. Prayer requests are sent out to the congregation via 

the Assembly listserv on Wednesdays, and are also 

included in the Pastoral Prayer each Sunday. 
 

Small group reps met on Tuesday for their annual elder 

discernment meeting and selected Sandy Fribley and Eric 

Yordy as new congregational elders. Their names will 

come to the congregation for affirmation at a future 

congregational meeting. 
 

Thanks to Small Group B for leading worship (look for 

their contributions to the order of worship sent out by email 

on Saturday). The following are blurbs with updates about 

some of the individual households within B: 
 

Merritt and Ruth Ann Gardner are thankful they moved 

to Greencroft last June and aren’t trying to sell their house 

and move during this turbulent time!  They Zoom with 

their family in five different states, their small group, and 

their siblings.  They walk in Greencroft’s spacious grounds, 

read, do Biblical translation work at AMBS, and knit.  

(You can guess which one does the last two…..) 
 

Sandy Fribley: I am married to John, the toddler 

"whisperer." We have lived in Goshen for 31 years, mostly 

in West Goshen. Our son Wes grew up in AMC and now 

lives in Seattle. John and I are both retired (me for two 

years; John for two months). One highlight of our days 

during this pandemic is walking our black Lab, Seymour.  
 

Becca Shantz continues to work at night shifts at Goshen 

Hospital in the Oncology department. In her time off she 

enjoys baking, knitting, playing board games, and catching 

up with loved ones on Zoom. 
 

Join Lora Nafziger and Assembly children this Thursday 

May 7 from 3-4pm online at https://zoom.us/j/9995275153 

for an online recital! Contact Lora with questions. If you 

missed Steve Shantz’s mushroom growing demonstration, 

you can watch it here:  https://youtu.be/n9sPSHQJkYE 

 

Happy Birthday last week (4/26 – 5/2) to: Theo Siemens-

Rhodes, Landon Glick Miller, and Hans Nafziger-Peterson. 

May God bless you. We are glad you are part of Assembly! 
 

Happy Birthday this week (5/3 – 5/9) to: Nathan 

Kingsley, Angie Gingerich South, Keith Graber Miller, 

Steve Schrock, and Ashley Fehlberg. May God bless you. 

We are glad you are part of Assembly! 
 

Online Baby Shower for Chris and Sara Klassen Small 

group Hygge is pleased to invite you to an online baby 

shower for Chris and Sara Klassen. They are expecting 

their first baby in early July. While we are disappointed we 

cannot host an in-person celebration for them, we hope we 

can shower them with gifts via online purchases. Chris and 

Sara are registered at https:/t/www.babylist.com/baby-sara-

klassen/app-guest-view. Feel free to browse the site and 

find a gift there. Chris and Sara also ask for children's 

books in lieu of cards with a note to the parents and baby 

inside the book. Used children's clothing is also welcome 

(Once Upon a Child is a good source for that). Chris and 

Sara are expecting a girl but prefer clothes to be non-

gender specific. Gifts should be sent to 207 N 8th St 

Goshen, IN 46526. Thanks for joining this online 

celebration! We hope to celebrate in person soon. Eric and 

Kim Kurtz, Donna and Ryan Sensenig, Kim and Steve 

Stuckey-Schrock, Maria Wenger, Eric and Kristy Yordy 
 

Maria Wenger, from the Library Committee, has 

videotaped herself reading a book for Assembly’s children! 

Click this link: https://youtu.be/q9PHiO6irQk to watch. 
 

Attention gardeners: I plan to replant a row of hostas on 

the north side of the meetinghouse in the next few weeks. If 

you are dividing out any variegated ones and would be 

willing to donate a few, I’d be delighted to put in a greater 
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variety than we had before. And/or if you can help with the 

planting, social distancing should not be a problem. Let me 

know if you can contribute plants or labor. 

Mgilbert1301@gmail.com or 534-1852. Thanks. Mary 

Gilbert 
 

Edith Espinal has been in sanctuary at Columbus 

Mennonite Church in Columbus, Ohio since October of 

2017, and she needs your support. Add your name to this 

petition to voice your support of her receiving a Stay of 

Removal, which would allow her to live at home with her 

family without fear of deportation during these 

unprecedented times. 
 

(repeat) Worship Committee has created this worship 

feedback survey form, and all Assembly participants are 

invited to fill it out. Questions: rksnider42@gmail.com 
 

(repeat) Psalm Reading & Prayer – Join one of the 

pastors online at https://zoom.us/j/9995275153 on Monday, 

Wednesday, or Friday this week at 12 Noon for a psalm 

and a couple minutes of silent prayer/reflection. This could 

last 10 minutes, or people can linger afterward for informal 

sharing. Contact Karl Shelly with questions. 
 

(repeat) A note from Maria Wenger: My property on 6th 

Street has a long fence next to Garfield Street. I've been 

putting food in bags on the wall next to the fence for folks 

who are in need right now. If you'd like to contribute, you 

can 1) put bags there yourself 2) put food on my front 

porch 3) have me pick up food at your place 4) donate 

some money which I'll use to buy food. No obligation - I 

know everyone is doing what they can to help others. 721 S 

6th Street 
 

community connections 
 

Spanish Lessons: Are you interested in learning to speak 

Spanish. One of the ministries of CASAS, a ministry of 

SEMILLA, is to offer online Spanish lessons at $20/hr plus 

books. If you are interested, please contact Lucy Camel, 

Spanish coordinator, at luciacamel@gmail.com. Lessons 

are offered Mon-Fri at a time that works for you. 
 

Maple City Health Care Center is looking for church 

groups to sew homemade masks for our organization and 

for the community. Our patients and Goshen neighbors 

have been asking for these reusable cloth masks. Maple 

City Health Care Center is grateful to all the individuals 

and organizations willing to help our staff, patients and 

community during the COVID-19 crisis. With the expected 

rise of positive cases, we are taking extra precautions to 

ensure the health, safety, and well-being of all those we 

serve. We will distribute the masks at our two locations 

(Vista and Northside). We will offer the masks to Visitors, 

Patients, Caregivers, Staff, Community. If you would like 

to contribute, please feel free to contact me by email 

at ireneb@vistagoshen.org The masks will benefit the 

entire community, but most importantly, some of our 

community’s most vulnerable residents. Thank you, 

Irene Benavidez, Maple City Health Care Center 
 

A member of Hively Avenue Mennonite Church is 

making braelets to raise support for Community 

Foundation of Elkhart and the United Way. $10 suggested 

donation per bracelet. Click here for a picture and 

instructions for how to order. Click here for an order form. 
 

Mennonite Mission Network’s May edition of their 

monthly newsletter (which is normally distributed as 

physical copies via church mailboxes) is available 

electronically in both English and Spanish by clicking on 

the following links: Beyond: Faith in Action | Mas Allá: 

Fe en acción 
 

Mennonite Church USA has released a statement in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic that denounces anti-

Asian racism and provides tips and resources for helping us 

recognize and counter racism in our community. Read 

more at: http://mennoniteusa.org/statement-anti-asian-

racism-covid-19/  
 

(repeat) Join the Journey program! Nurture your 

leadership abilities. Tend to your spiritual formation. 

Deepen your theological perspectives. AMBS’s distance-

friendly 2-1/2-year nondegree Journey Missional 

Leadership Development Program offers mentor-mentee 

partnerships, online study and community support. Apply 

now for 2020–21! ambs.edu/journey 
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